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happens with the stewardship of the 
hard-earned dollars of the American 
men and women who offer their funds, 
freely and voluntarily, through tax-
ation?

We believe, Mr. Speaker, in our com-
mon sense majority that there are four 
goals that confront us. One is to bol-
ster and strengthen our national secu-
rity. We have done so in this chamber 
by working, at long last, after a six- 
year absence, to regain the techno-
logical edge in terms of a missile de-
fense system for this country, concur-
rently increasing salaries for our mili-
tary personnel. We have also moved, 
Mr. Speaker, even as we try to improve 
the lot in life for those men and women 
in uniform, we also recognize that a 
national priority should be education. 
But, even as it is a national priority, 
Mr. Speaker, it remains a local con-
cern. And, we in this common sense 
conservative majority in this chamber 
have passed two bills that reflect that. 
One has been nicknamed Ed Flex, edu-
cational flexibility in terms of block 
granting a piece of legislation endorsed 
by all 50 of the Nation’s governors, 
whether they were Republican or Dem-
ocrat, to provide flexibility at the 
State level and ultimately at the local 
level, so that we can return power to 
the people who are duly elected to 
local school boards, and more impor-
tantly, Mr. Speaker, to teachers who 
seek to educate those young people in 
their classrooms, in their individual 
communities day in and day out. 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, I was honored 
that our new Education Land Grant 
Act passed this House by unanimous 
vote, a procedure calling on the great 
work done by those who have gone be-
fore. Justice Smith Morrell of 
Vermont, to be specific, with the 
Morrell Land Grant Act of the 1860s, 
where we update that to apply that to 
public and secondary school for a con-
veyance procedure, a uniform proce-
dure for the conveyance of Federal 
land, nonenvironmental sensitive Fed-
eral land, for the construction of new 
educational facilities. Again, a tool to 
empower local communities because we 
understand ultimately that people on 
the front lines at home understand how 
best to educate our children instead of 
the theories and the spending programs 
exercised by Washington bureaucrats. 
So those are two of our priorities. 

The third, of course, is to strengthen 
Social Security and Medicare. I look to 
the work done by my colleagues on the 
Committee on Ways and Means, the 
chairman, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ARCHER); the Subcommittee on 
Social Security chairman, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW), try-
ing to work out a plan that will not 
only save Social Security for today’s 
retirees, but for baby boomers who will 
age into that category, and more im-
portantly, for the generations yet to 
come, generations who grow more 

skeptical about that program as years 
pass, and to put the emphasis on per-
sonalization of accounts, so that future 
retirees can have some discretion and 
some personalization of the way in 
which they would spend their pension 
funds.

We also will work on the Committee 
on Ways and Means of course to 
strengthen Medicare as we again seek 
to maximize choice and to offer pre-
scription drugs to the truly needy 
among the elderly, rather than a gov-
ernment handout, characterized by one 
of my constituents as an effort to raise 
her Social Security premiums to pay 
prescription drug benefits for the likes 
of Ross Perot. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, we return to 
the topic that I mentioned at the out-
set and that is tax relief and tax fair-
ness for all Americans. Again, make no 
mistake. With a veto of the tax bill, 
the President of the United States has, 
in essence, increased taxes on the 
American people in excess of $700 bil-
lion, close to $800 billion. I think it 
amounts to a $1 trillion mistake. But 
ultimately, Mr. Speaker, the American 
people will be the judge. We will con-
tinue to work in this chamber in a con-
structive way to defend the rights of 
Americans and to embrace the notion 
that the American people work hard 
for the money they earn, and that they 
should keep more of it and send less of 
it here to Washington. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. COBLE (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of the death of his 
father.

Mr. DICKEY (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today on account of attend-
ing a funeral. 

Mrs. FOWLER (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today on account of a fam-
ily medical emergency. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. BALDACCI, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes, 

today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes, 

today.
Mr. HOLT, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. TOWNS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DIAZ-BALART) to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material:) 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 
minutes, September 23. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
September 29. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART, for 5 minutes, 
today and September 23. 

(The following Member (at his own 
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. HAYWORTH, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of 
the following title: 

S. 1059. An act to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2000 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year for the 
Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee 
on House Administration, reported 
that that committee did on the fol-
lowing dates present to the President, 
for his approval, bills of the House of 
the following titles: 

On September 21, 1999: 
H.R. 1905. Making appropriations for the 

Legislative Branch for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2000, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2490. Making appropriations for the 
Treasury Department, the United States 
Postal Service, the Executive Office of the 
President, and certain Independent Agencies, 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2000, 
and for other purposes. 

On September 22, 1999: 
H.R. 2587. Making appropriations for the 

government of the District of Columbia and 
other activities chargeable in whole or in 
part against revenues of said District for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2000, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 57 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, September 23, 1999, 
at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4350. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Department of 
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